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5 Reasons Why China’s Certified Emission Reduction (CCER) 
Program Matters to Global Enterprises 

 

As China continues to 
integrate carbon finance into 
its national decarbonization 
strategy, international 
buyers, financial institutions, 
and project developers need 
to understand the risks and 
opportunities of participating 
in the CCER ecosystem. 

 

 

1. Link to China’s Compliance Market 

CCER credits are directly linked to the Chinese Emissions Trading System (ETS). Covered 
entities within China's power sector can purchase CCERs to offset a portion of their emissions 
under regulated caps. 

Takeaway for buyers: 
Foreign investors with operations in China can use CCERs for regulatory compliance, especially 
if further market sectors (e.g., steel, cement) are integrated into the ETS. 

 

2. Project Types and Integrity Standards 

New rules released in 2024 prioritize high-integrity project types, including: 

 Forestry and carbon sinks 
 Methane recovery 
 Industrial gas destruction 
 Renewable energy (with stricter additionality criteria) 

Credits must meet revised MRV requirements, and the Chinese government has suspended 
outdated or low-integrity methodologies. 
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Takeaway for sellers: 
Projects must now demonstrate additionality, verifiability, and long-term environmental 
benefits to be eligible for CCER issuance. 

 

3. International Credit Use Restrictions 

Currently, CCER credits are not interchangeable with credits from Verra, Gold Standard, or 
other voluntary registries outside China. 

Takeaway for investors and buyers: 
While CCER credits are not eligible for international compliance markets (e.g., CORSIA), they 
represent a regional opportunity to engage in China’s carbon transition through localized 
procurement and China-facing ESG strategies. 

 

4. Market Pricing and Liquidity 

CCER prices are typically lower than global voluntary carbon credit prices, with current 
estimates ranging between ¥30–¥80 per ton (~USD $4–$11), depending on project type and 
vintage. The China Beijing Green Exchange (CBEEX) and regional exchanges facilitate trading 
and price discovery. 

Takeaway for buyers: 
Enterprises may achieve cost-effective offsets through CCER while supporting national climate 
goals in the world's largest carbon-emitting economy. 

 

5. Green Carbon Corp’s Positioning 

Green Carbon Corp supports global enterprises navigating the evolving carbon credit landscape, 
including opportunities arising from the relaunch of the CCER program. Our advisory services 
assist clients with: 

 Evaluating CCER-eligible project partnerships 
 Integrating CCER credits into broader ESG or net zero strategies 
 Assessing additionality, permanence, and MRV of Chinese offset projects 
 Regulatory compliance mapping for China-based facilities 
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Summary: Key Considerations for CCER Engagement 

Aspect What to Know Strategic Value 

Program Scope National offset system managed by MEE 
Compliance tool for Chinese ETS 
participants 

Credit Use 
Domestic compliance, not internationally 
fungible 

Local offsetting for multinational 
operations 

Quality 
Standards 

Stricter post-2024 methodologies 
Aligns with global market 
expectations 

Market Access Via regional Chinese carbon exchanges 
Price advantage vs. voluntary 
markets 

Risk Limited transparency; political oversight Requires careful due diligence 

 

Final Word 

As the carbon credit market becomes increasingly segmented and regulated, understanding 
regional frameworks like CCER is critical for multinational buyers, developers, and climate 
investors. Green Carbon Corp helps clients access and evaluate high-integrity offset 
opportunities across jurisdictions—including China—while aligning with evolving global 
standards. 
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